ITINERARIES

DESTINATION : MT. BATULAO

Mount Batulao

LOCATION |Batangas Province

COORDINATES |

ELEVATION |811 meters above sea level

LEVEL Minor Climb, Level II,
Moderate

DISTINCT Steep and open summit. Mini
CHARACTERISTICS Guiting-guiting appearance

ACTIVITIES Hiking, Mt. Biking

JUMP-OFF POINT |Nasugbu, Batangas

PNV SINCISRD AN SHOIVIIISE 2 Days (including travel time
from Manila)

WINIWVICIV RN ESHRI=O]UI[2{=IDI 1 Day (including travel time
from Manila)

IT CREATED BY |Long Henson

DATE LAST UPDATED |January 1, 2002

@INFORMATION

The view of Mt. Batulao’s Twin Peaks when you are on your
way to Batangas via Tagaytay, is somewhat majestic. It
looks different from the usual Philippine Mountains because
it resembles the European Alps though a much smaller
version. This is due to its tree-less peak covered with cogon
grass making it look more like a snow-capped mountain. Mt
Batulao is a famous camping ground for scouts and ROTC
trainees. This was due to the fact that it is close to Manila
and has wide camping and training grounds.

Climbing Mt. Batulao is one exciting experience. The view of
the Taal Lake, the Batangas province, the South China Sea
and the surrounding mountains like Talamitam and Pico de
Loro will definitely fulfill your visual senses. The small open
summit will also encourage you to shout, "I am on top of the
word!" Batangas that is. Atop the summit, an image of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is firmly erected similar to the one on
top of Mt. Talamitam.
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Mount Batulao

@LEGENDS

The name Batulao was derived from an annual phenomenon observed by the locals. From the town
of Balayan, one can see twin mountains to the east that appear quite distant from each other. But the
same scene viewed from Batulao is curiously different. The same mountains seem to move closer.
More fascinating is the fact that some time between December 22 and 28 every year, when the sun
nestles right in between the two peaks. It creates a scene described by natives as "ilaw sa dalawang
bato" (light in between two rocks) or "bato sa ilaw" (light in a rock), from which derived the term
Batulao.

@WHEN AND HOW TO GO

Climbing Batulao can be done any time of the year. From Manila, take a bus going to Nasugbu,
Batangas. After passing by Tagaytay City, some minutes later you will be passing by a junction then
the Evercrest golf course. Alight and enter Evercrest. This is the same route to the Don Bosco
Spiritual Center, which is a retreat house run by the Salesians. Follow the paved road, which
eventually turns left. Continue with this road and after reaching a major junction, take the one on
your right. You will be passing by houses until you reach plantations. Since there are many houses,
trails are also numerous leading to these houses and small villages so keep gathering information
from houses and from the people you meet along the trail. Camp is usually set up along the lower
slope of Batulao since summit is small and has no cover for protection.

After the popularity of hiking came in by the late 90s and early 2000, Batulao is one example of how
a place has been developed to accommodate this new found livelihood source called eco-tourism.
The owners of the campsite have set up a toilet within the area. Campsite has also been established
and marked and is constantly being maintained like applying pesticides to prevent ants from roaming
the campsite area. Some makeshift benches have also been set-up. All this for a fee of 20 pesos per
camper (2001).

Summit assault is usually done the next day except if you want to withess the spectacular sunrise.
The climb to the summit is via a very steep trail so be careful. The assault to the summit will also
require rock scrambling and may be difficult for people who are afraid of heights. The upper part of
Batulao resembles more of Mt. Guiting Guiting with its jagged saw-toothed peaks.

@POINTS OF INTEREST

Batulao is located outside Nasugbu town proper so you are farther away from the beaches of
Nasugbu but on your way home, it's better to go either to Tagaytay or Nasugbu during peak season
since buses are usually crowded during those days before it reaches Evercrest. You can ride
jeepneys to either Nasugbu or Tagaytay. Batulao is also near the national tourist destination,
Tagaytay City. On the way home, you will be passing by some towns of Cavite province.

@SUGGESTED ITINERARY

DAY 1

06:00 IAssembly Time (BLTB Pasay)
06:30 [ETD for Nasugbu Batangas
08:30  |ETA Evercrest

09:00 Start Trek
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Mount Batulao

12:00 [ETA Campsite, Lunch, Set Camp
13:00  [Free Time

13:30 Summit Assault

16:15 [ETA Summit

17:30 Start Descent

18:00 [ETA Campsite, Prepare for Dinner
19:00  [Dinner, Socials

22:00 |Light's Out

DAY 2

08:00 \Wake-up Call, Breakfast

09:00 [Break camp

10:00 Start Descent

12:00 |[ETA Jump-off Point, proceed to Tagaytay for Lunch
13:00  [Lunch

14:00  |ETD for Manila

16:00  |ETA Manila

@PICTURES

@SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Batulao trails are exposed so wear protective clothing. You will also be passing by cogonal fields so
wear long pants. Temperature is bearable although from the summit, it's colder especially when the
winds are strong. No permit is necessary to climb Batulao. Water sources are not available so bring
enough water. The campsite caretaker however can take you to a water source, if he will be present
in the campsite. Some stores are accessible an hour from the campsite.

@CONTACTS

Waiver : Although the author have tried to make the information in this itinerary as accurate as possible; time changes policies,
inflation/cost and even the physical condition of places mentioned here thereby we accept no responsibility for any loss, injury or
inconvenience sustained by any person who used this itinerary. You may contact the resources listed in the contacts section of this
itinerary or via the directories section of this website to make your trip as more accurate.

We appreciate comments and/or corrections for the updating of this itinerary to make it as accurate as possible. We would also
welcome your submissions or contributions of other itineraries not listed in this website for other people to learn and enjoy. Credits will

be given to the contributor. Contact e-mail : long2@rocketmail.com

All rights reserved. No part of this itinerary may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise except brief extracts for the purpose of review, without the written
permission of the copyright owner. Since it is a common practice among mountaineering communities to create written itineraries of
activities, special permission will be given for the reproduction of this itinerary for such purpose with the condition of indicating the
source: MMS and author: Long Henson as well as the mention of the waiver indicated herein.

Digitally signed by

Mitchell A. Picardal
@“" Q’-’Q Date: 2004.11.17

16:36:12 +08'00'
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