Mount Maculot
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DESTINATION: MT MAKULOT (MACULQD)

ILOCATION : Batangas Province
|EL EVATION : |835 meters above sea level
ILEVEL : \Minor Climb, Level I, Easy

\JUMP OFF POINTS :  |Cuenca Batangas

AVERAGE DAYS . . : .
REQUIRED - 2 Days (including travel time from Manila)
MINIMUM DAYS ) p . .
REQUIRED 1 Day (including travel time from Manila)
IT CREATED BY : 'Long Henson

DISTINCT - " P
CHARACTERISTICS : Scenic Views of Taal Lake, "Rockies
ILAST EDITED : March 1, 2000

“#INFORMATION

Mt. Maculot or Maculod on some literary, is a
famous destination for hikers. It has been
featured in a number of magazines as well
as TV commercials. The climb is actually not
that easy but the climb is worth the effort due
to the majestic views of the famous Taal
Lake. The lake itself has a soothing effect on
one’s nerves due to its calmness. The
serene surroundings make it a complete
getaway from the stressful environs of the
city. Try to make it to the summit before
nightfall to get a glimpse of the spectacular
sunset. This mountain is visible from
Tagaytay and as far as Mindoro. The
mountain’s shape resembles an igloo, with a
rounded summit and a shoulder resembling
the entrance of the igloo.
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The main destination or feature of this mountain is its shoulder campsite overlooking Taal Lake,
Makiling and the Batangas towns. Near the shoulder is a place called "rockies" since it is a rocky
hill/peak separated from the shoulder by a deep gorge. It's a popular vantage-point for viewing the
lake as well as a good place to have your picture taken. There was a metal marker before on one of
the boulders in "rockies" commemorating the death of a girl climber on that very spot. She fell on the
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Mount Maculot

cliff and it took days before her body was recovered. The end other side of this "rockies" is a 500
meter vertical wall, all the way down to the lake. It is one of the most challenging walls for rock
climbers here in the country entailing two days of rock climbing and setting-up a suspended mid-wall
camp. Summit is an hour away from the shoulder but only few scales the summit since it has no
viewpoints.

The mountain is currently under the jurisdiction and care of the Philippine Air Force particularly the
nearby Fernando Airfield. There is a marker indicating it at the viewpoint facing the "rockies."

@ \WHEN AND HOW TO GO

Board a bus going to Lemery
Batangas and get off at Cuenca town
proper. Jump off point is near the
municipal hall. There is a market
nearby that can supply your needs
for an overnight’ stay at the summit.
The trail begins near the
Mountaineer’s Store. There is
another trail but less frequently used
going directly to the summit passing
by the grotto. The main trail goes to
the shoulder of the mountain. A
portion of the trail is well cemented
leading to the more rugged terrain.
The trail gradually becomes steep as
you progress on your climb. Two
thirds of the climb is on covered
forest. The steep terrain needs both
hands to hold on to the roots and
branches of trees. The trail is quite
_.~ slippery if you climb during the wet
season. The last third portion of the
mountain approaching the final
destination, which is the campsite on
the shoulder of the mountain, is a
cogonal area. Assaulting the Rockies
is the highlight of the climb, where
you get a spectacular view of the
lake and nearby crags.

Summer is the best time to go to Maculot although during those periods, the mountain can be
crowded with hikers. Rainy season makes the trail slippery and the December winds make it difficult
to set camp in the open shoulder.

“#POINTS OF INTEREST

If you continue on with the road before turning right to the mountain trail, you will arrive at the Taal
Lake shoreline. From here, you can rent pump boats that can take you to the Volcano Island.
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Cuenca is also near the beaches of Lemery. It is also near the town of Taal popular for its old houses
and Balisong for it's fan knives.

# SUGGESTED ITINERARY
DAY 1

13:00 - Assembly at BLTB Bus station at Pasay City

13:30 - ETD for Cuenca Batangas

15:30 - ETA Cuenca Batangas/ Courtesy call at Police Dept.
16:00 - Packs on Back! Start of Trek

19:00 - ETA Camp site, Rest, Pitch Tent

20:00 - Dinner/ Socials

22:00 - Lights Out

DAY 2

05:30 - Wake up Call/ Prepare Breakfast

06:00 - Breakfast

06:30 - Summit Assault

08:30 - Back to camp site, rest

09:00 - Assault "Rockies"

10:00 - Break Camp, Packs on Back, Start Descent!
13:00 - ETA Cuenca Town proper

13:30 - Lunch/ ETD Manila

17:00 - ETA Manila

4 SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS IN CLIMBING

Permits and a minimal fee can be settled in the Barangay hall near the trailhead at the Mountaineer’s
Store. During summer, the bare shoulder becomes too hot so it is better to hike late in the afternoon
and leave early the next day. There is also no water source available at the campsite so bring
enough water.

Waiver : Although the author have tried to make the information in this itinerary as accurate as possible; time changes policies,
inflation/cost and even the physical condition of places mentioned here thereby we accept no responsibility for any loss, injury or
inconvenience sustained by any person who used this itinerary. You may contact the resources listed in the contacts section of this
itinerary or via the directories section of this website to make your trip as more accurate.

We appreciate comments and/or corrections for the updating of this itinerary to make it as accurate as possible. We would also
welcome your submissions or contributions of other itineraries not listed in this website for other people to learn and enjoy. Credits will

be given to the contributor. Contact e-mail : long2@rocketmail.com

All rights reserved. No part of this itinerary may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise except brief extracts for the purpose of review, without the written
permission of the copyright owner. Since it is a common practice among mountaineering communities to create written itineraries of
activities, special permission will be given for the reproduction of this itinerary for such purpose with the condition of indicating the
source: MMS and author: Long Henson as well as the mention of the waiver indicated herein.

Digitally signed by
il A. Picardal

Mitchell A. Pic:
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